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The hierarchical structure of the higher education sector also canse a wave of .
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competit_ion for entrance to key universities, which had a negative impact on the
development of vacational education. L
The 2001 employment data showed that graduates from national key universities .

=

~ were more in demand than those from thrge-year col eges and non-key

" universities; there were more job oppm\‘t’“ 1m't"es fer ose with postgraduate
degrees than for graduates. Table 2 pomt sfmiil sﬂuat]en in 2003-2004.
Therefore, a belief has spread across C ors fs c1ety that only praduates from
key umversmes cownt. Furthermaore, Pec uego the high rate of graduate -
unemployment, the rate of postgraduate enrolments has alsa been mcreasmg
Facing with the gloomy graduate job market, many gladuates chose to pursue
higher degrees in the hope that this would help them find better jobs. Thus, the
examinations for admission to‘post—graduate studies have become the only choice

for those who are reluctant to lower their job expectations,
“¢. This report finds that China’s socie-egouenuc lggnd'tmns and the structure of the
' higher education system were unprepmj-;‘l such § rapid growth in enrolment i in

tertiary institutions. Whileé China’s Tathour market unable to absorli the

increased number of university gradugtes, The old..|Although nowadays the

important role of higher education 1n4econ"b*fﬁ"1el§.o 1 and well-being has been
well acknowledged and accepted by many nations, the inflation of quahﬁcatlons
can only lead to an increasing rate of unemployed graduates whilst the higher

. education system failed to serve the national needs Furthermore, while the ehie
universities in the 2117 projects are enjoying the greatest portion of the
government funding, non-elite universities, especially vocational institutions, have
found it hard to survive on their omme‘ans colsebuently, tuition fees rises, lewer
teaching quality and poor conclltlt:uJEhf'h~ Jeacl ng and leamning have all become
serious problems that affect the quah:tvy—elf ln%—?ler education which, in turn, affects
the employablhty of graduates. - '
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