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a. On one level, the mﬁummﬂos of higher education in China did bring about a clear rise in

cquality of opportunity, as far as the number of students is concerned. However, when
examined on another level, where different levels of higher edycation are recognized, a

trend towards equality in higher education certainly does not appear. On the contrary,
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there is a growing, 8:%53\ for the Ewromﬂ _Q of education to be reserved for those
e

of high socioeconomic status. It is 5% n EQ e ipstitutions which Umsw Emu\oa the key

" role in expanding access to higher m%ﬁmﬁon Lmow. &mm%mﬁmmoa groups in society.

There are great-disparities within China’s higher education system, and differences in

resources and reputation among schools are very significant. Thus research into equalitv
=
of-access to higher education should 1ot gnly Toclis on the total number of students, but
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also on ﬁrm quality of higher educatioh avatia ﬂw Variation in quality is an indicator of
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equality of access to higher education in China. With rapid expansion of higher
education, variation in quality, as the key index is much more important than variation
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this paper show that while inequality-in-the gravision of higher education was amowmwuzm,
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inequality in the quality of that educdtio | remal gmm constant, and even grew. For this -
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reason, any approach to the equality of Chinese Em&.ﬁ. education must include not only
the total number of students in education, but also a view of the quality of the education

they recelve. Only a combination of these two aspects gives a comprehensive view of
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