- Your response will be evaluated in tenr;snb‘ the-following two criteria:

~have a. Wiffle-ball set, ‘but you wo
" playroom. Tomboys® we weren’t.
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The following is an .afticle entitled “Af ap Can Learn Anything a Man C:an” by

Carolyn Turk. Read jt carefully and%vri e esponse to it in no rqofé than 300 words.

In the response, write, IN YOUR OWN WORDS, a 100-word summary of Turk’s

+ main idea(s), and then state your reaction to or opinions about her main idea(s),

supporting points and examples, .

-

1. content. : : (50%)
2. diction (FHAE)  (50%)

© AWoman Can Learn Angthing a Man Can
" Carolyn Turk

When I was a kid, everything in-my'bedrobrh was pink. T have two sisters and

~we had a complete minjature! kitchen,..a.ﬁer "My Little Ponies and several Barbic

g ) . . . .
and Ken dolls. We didn’t have any toyitrucks, G. 1. Joes or basketballs. We did
dd_Lﬂ#ef" bedn ha;d—pressedz- to find it in our

_Sd some people may find it jronic that I grew‘up to be a mechanical engineer.

- In fact, T am the only female engineer at my company. In order to get my college

degree, T had to take 2 lot of math and s¢ience classes. I also had to work with a

team of students as part of a national c&ﬁ titien to convert a gas-guzzling SUV into

a hybridI electric vehicle—that’s Wherc earned how to fix cars. I'm proud o say

. that I got A’ in all my classes, includig_fultivariable calculus and differential

€quations. I’ve always been pretty g’r'odﬁ_ at math and design, but I didn’t understand

- where that could take me, I was expécted to go to college, but no one ever told me.

I"d make a good engineer someday.

When I was in high school, I didn’t know the first thing about engineering. I

~ couldn’t have’ distinguished a transmission from an alternator. The car I drove .
needed some work, but I was afraid to take it to the mechanic because” honestly, the

o
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mechanic could have shown me an electric can opener and said, “This is part of your

" carandit’s broken—pay me to fix it,” and I wouldn’t have known any better,

At the end of- my jimior year of high séhqol, I heard about a sumrﬁer program .
.designed ‘to_interest girls in enginecqingj ’;ﬁ're}six—week program was free, and .

students were given college credits amd £ dbrin ¢ om at the University of Maryland.
ted t¢ be an engineer, but because I was
Tr

I applied to the program, not becaus?l an
et

craving? independence and wanted to N parents’ house for six weeks.

I was éccepted to the program, and T earned six engineering credits. The next -
" year I entered the university as an engineering major. Five years later I had a degree

and three decent® job offers.

I can’t help shuddering® when I hf,;.aa_;! apopt-sthdies that show that women' are at a
disadvantage when it comes to math. 1e;z.r“:1
. e
P'm not, but I do know that if I hadn’t s uibled]
o

el

ly that T am somehow abnormal.

to that summer program, I wouldn’t
be an engineer. ' :

. When I was growing up I was told, as"manjf stude'nts‘are, to do what I am bestat.
But I didn’t know. what that was. . Most people think that when you are good at

 something, it comes ‘easily to you. But this.is what I discovered: just because a

subject is difficuit to learn, it does not mgan,yoq’ aire not gdod atin. You just have to

grit® your teeth and work harder to,éfdztwg-@gd t. Once you do; there’s a strgng
chance you will enjoy it more than an'}ﬁﬁuié sel '

'In eighth grade I took él'gebra.‘ dn 4) e tes_j got enly .36 percent of the answers

1
foieioiiie

correct. I failed the next one, too. I started 1o think, Maybe I’m just no good at this.

~ I'was lucky enongh fo have a teacher who didn’t take my bad grades as a judgment of

my abilities? but s'imply as an indication that I should study more. He pulled me

 aside and told me he knew T could do better. Ho Iet mo retake the tests, and I pulled

my grade up to an A. " o [ : - : :
. . T , ) fom— . * ".
' I studied a lot in college, too. IJEd.Jmome s of panic while sitting underneath

[ i

the buzzing‘ﬂuoresbent lights in the e'ﬁ;giﬂré_ér‘i‘a}gm;rary'on Saturday afternoons, when
I worried that the estrogen’ in my-%d%eventing me from understanding

s thennodynami_cs. But the guys in the classes had to work just as hard, and I knew

that I 'couldn’t afford to lose confidence in rﬁyself, + I didn’t want to choose between

my femininity and a gobd career. So I'remindac_l myself that those'studies, the ones

. that say that math comes more naturally to inen, are bélsed on a faulty premise'®: that

You can judge a person’s abilities separate from the cultural dues that she has received
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- . was ever born knowing calculus, A Wom,an c

since she was an infant. No man is an island No woman is, either.

Why are we so qu1ck to limit ourselves‘? I'm not denymg that most little girls
love dolls and most little boys love v1deogames and it may be true that some people
.favor the r1ght side of the brain, and U‘Elrers/"th :  But how relevant is that to me,

or to anyone, as an individual? InstEad ot tdams ating our differences into hard and’
fast conclusions about the human- bra1 hy anft we focus mstead on how flexible

we are? Instead of using what we kitow as & remson why women can’t learn physics,

maybe we should consider the possibility that our brams are more powerful than we .

' imagine.

“Here’s a secret: math and science don’t come easily to most people No one

learn anything a man can, but ﬁrst

she needs to know that she can do it, aed atTakes a leap™ of faith. " It also lielps to

have selective hearmg

Vocabulary:
1. 'miliiatufe': very small; much si'.naller-tha.n usual

2. -hardfpressed' ﬁndiné something very difﬁcult to do (You would be
hard-pressed to ﬂ?zﬁ‘Ja beiter crerary )

3 tomboy: a young g1rl who enjqxs_ag:n ities and games that are tradltlonally
' ’ cons1dered to be Pt bo %

crave: (wrzrren) to have a very strong de51re for somethlng

5. decent: (espemally spoken) of a good enough standard or quahty

6. shudder: to shake because vou are cold or ﬁ'lghtened -or because of a strong

fi
eeling —

r-__ . ° ° ’ .
7. stumble mto somethmg to becofiie lnﬂ in'something by chance.
' (I stumbled into -&ermg‘ whend left college.)
VAR

8. grit your teeth: to be detennu1@d~te~eeﬂﬂt-mﬁé to do somethmg ina d1fficult or
unpleas ant situation.

9. estro gen: WS E

0. premise: #7iE

11. leap: arsud-den_ large change or increase in something




