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The following are excerpts from Charles N. Li and Sandra A. Thompson’s Mandarin Chinese: A

Functional Reference Grammar (1981, pp. 623-630):

‘ _—— —

‘ The complex stative construction takes the form B
—_— —

| (1) clause de _Jsfati,ve" /| glause )

— l—'vcrbphmse}

We will gloss the de that appears in this construction as CSC for “complex stative construction.”

| 1 Inferred Meanings

| Speakers infer two types of mcanmgs_ﬁnm su.ch_cnnsn‘ucuans, and which type is inferred
depends on the meanings of the clauses themseives and the possible relationships between them.
Let’s look at each of these types before d:sumsmgﬂm glpneraE properties of the construction.

1.1 Manner Inferred | —

' A manner relationship between the fwo parts of a complex stative construction may be inferred
when the stative verb phrase is an adjective. In other words, the adjective may be interpreted as a
description of the manner in which the event described by the first clause of the complex stative

construction occurs. Here are some examples; the stative clause or verb phrase, interpreted as
N— |

expressing manner, is underlined:

(2) Lisi lii de Zhén __ qido

Lisi come  CS5C real d| qninc{iicnml
(“It was really a coincidence ﬂu{ Lisi came:"} |
- ) -
(3) @ diying de bijiao miangiing
' Isg accept  CSC relatively forced

(“S/He was rather reluctant to accept.”)

(4) zou de én. man
‘ 3sg walk CSC very slow:
(“S/He walks very slowly.”) ; —= |

(5) women shui de /hén hio
| we sleep CsC very good

(“We slept very well.”)
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(6) 1a z6u de fEichang p) .
Isg leave CsC extremely early

(“S/He left really carly.”) F [ =

(7) 1 zhan de Heén—  weén

3sg stand CsSC  “wvery s!fcad}"
(“S/He stands very steadily.”) | /] J
@) @ chuan  de ‘hén  piaoliang
3sg dress C8C very beautiful
(“S/He dressed very beautifully.”)
— | — |
w * * w * * * * ¥* - | * * * &= L] * x

1.2 Extent Inferred RNr— 7
The inferred relationship between the| two parts of a complex stative construction can also be
one of extent; that is, the event in the first rilausgj_g done to such an extent that the result is the state

expressed by the stative clause or verb phrase. Here are some examples, again with the stative verb

phrase—this time interpreted as expressing extent—underlined.

(13) i@ Xido de shan - bu - qi - lai

Isg laugh CsC stand - canit - rise - come

(“S/He laughed so much that s/he couldn’t stand up.”™)

(14) ta jifio de deid — e \
Isg teach CsC tired 'CRS

ot !

(“S/He taught so much that s/he i i.s_r.ired."‘fj 7

(15) woé ki de vanjing  déu hong le
I cry CSC eye all  red CRS
(“I cried so much that my eyes got all red.”)

(16) ta xido de ‘women _ dou buhdoyisi |
Isg laugh CSC —we — all ! embarrassed |
(“S/He laughed so much that we all got embarrassed.”) ‘

(17) xidio hai zhing ' de wo _bu__ rénshi le
small child grow CsC | not recognize CRS ‘

(“The child has grown so much that I don’t recognize him/her.”) .
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(18) @ gdoxing de shui - bu - zhdo - jido
3sg happy  CSC sleep - can’t - succeed - sleep

(“S/He is so happy that s’he ca.n’l:&leep.-'-'} |

- SO pa—| —— {

| |

(19) nimen  zud - wén —bu—vyio| bE  jizi xi¢ de i ching |
yowPL do - composition not Wﬂl:lt. BA sentence write CSC too long |

(“When you write essays, don't make the sentence too long.”

(20) wi & de fa -  huang
I hungry CSC produce - panic

(“I'm so hungry that I'm going erazy.”)|

1.2 Either Manner or Extent Inferred 1
As we might expect, certain combinations of verb phrases in a complex stative construction allow

o

either a manner or an extent inference. In cxanip_las (21) and (22), the (i) translation reflects the |

manner inference, while the (ii) translation-reflects the extent inference:

(21) women chl de hén __ kaixin
we eat CSC wvery happy

'

)) (1) Weate very happily. |'
[ () We ate to the point of b@ig very happy.

]
(22) 1 ka de hén shing ' - xin
3sg cry CSC very — lhurt | | - heart
E (i) S/He cried very sadly. 1 il J"

(_(ii) S/He cried to the point of being very sad.

2 General Structural Properties

One of the most striking structural properties of the complex stative construction manifests
itself when the verb in the first clause is a transitive one with a direct object. If the first clause
contains a fransitive verb and its direct obje&t;d@s verb must be “copied” before the CSC de. In the

following examples the two instances of the copied verb have been underlined twice:

(23) ta shup Taigué - ,hua —shud , de feichdang  Inili
Isg speak Tailand - speech speak (CSC very fluent

{(“S/He speaks Thai very fluently.”) .
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(24) mima xi yifu xi

@5)t  gg yi giE del

3sg  cut fish ~ cut

(“S/He cut the fish very carefully.”) |

xi de hén ginjing
mother wash clothes wash CSC  very clean

("Mother washed the clothes veryclean.”) —

- /!

hén | zZix

CS ﬂequ meticulous

& 4

(hEmeE D RITE)

Negatives and auxiliaries behave differently with respect to their position in a complex stative

construction. If a complex stative construction contains a negative particle, it will occur before the

stative verb phrase, never before the verb phrase n|f the first clause:

(26) a. @ kio - shi

(“S/He did not do well on the ex

—

kio  de " bu | hio
3sg  take - exam 17'11 CSC  not  good

b *m@ bu kio -

3sg  not take -

¢ *1@ kio - shi
Jsg take - exam

ant”) |

sii  kio de  hio

gxam

take CSC pgood

bu kao de hao

not

take CSC  good

The position of the negative particle is predictable it terms of the scope of negative particles: what
follows the negative particle is what is being denied.  The message in (26) is that the performance
on the exam was not good, but not that 1d 'sthe! did not rake the exam; thus, the negative particle bu

must precede Ade ‘good’, not kde-shi ‘take rghg_e exam”, J

-

Auxiliaries, on the other hand, in gEnemi can occur only before the first verb of the complex

stative construction, as in:

27 a 1 néng tiao
Jsg can jump

b *i@ tao de
3sg jump CSC

J

de
CSCo
(“S/He can jump very high.™) —

can

- néng

hén giio
very | high
hén, gio
- very high

There is, however, at least one auxiliary verb, yinggdi ‘should’, which can occur in several positions

in the complex stative constiuction:




Ol B AR A = S S R 5 A R

£ 3 BErRE0re Bl Te 148 ) (it DA% Fa
Fir g Lipkaks fprpmne pob-

= %*ﬁbﬁ.z ﬁ.ﬁii’:‘&-:. LB AT 1,} . IEH—H&!&,!{‘; £
_ BB R - (B R AR |

‘ (28) @ ni yinggdi fa - ¥in fa de hén  gingchd
you should produce - sound produce CSC very  clear
(*“You should pronounce very clearly.”) —

b, i fa - yin— yimggai — fii - de hén  qingchi
you produce - sound  should | produce CSC wvery  clear
| (““You should pronounce very c]leaﬂy.f’ﬁ i

c. ni fi -y fa de  yinggai hén  qgingchi
' you produce - sound produce CSC should wvery  clear
(*You should pronounce very clearly.™)

| Write, in English, a review of Li and Thompson’s analysis of the complex stative
construction in Mandarin Chinese. In the review, IN YOUR OWN WORDS (about 150),
summarize their analysis. and then state, in about 300 words, your opinions about their
analysis. You may use Chinese characters, instead of ;%35 &, for the examples you

draw on. i




