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1. Two years ago, a Danish talist called Bjorn Lomborg
had an idea. We all want to make khe|world a betier place but,
given finite resources. wi ﬁh'Eu_lﬂj for the most cost-effective
ways of doing so. He persuaded a bunch of economists, including
three Nobel laureates, to draw up a list of priorities. They found
that efforts to fight malnumrition and disease would save many
lives at modest expense, whereas fighting global warming would
cost a colossal ameunt and yield distant and uncertain rewards.
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2. East Timor, formally Mn__wjn,as_ﬂ;s; emocratic Republic of
Timor-Leste, became indapénduj,m n 2002. It declared
independence in 19735 after Jour centuries as a Portuguese colony,
but Indonesian troops inbadkd just Hays later and ruled it for the
next 24 years. East Timor broke ¢ away from Indonesia amid a
wave of violent protests that followed the 1999 referendum on
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independence. A U.N, transitional administration ruled the

territory for nearly three years before full independence in May
2002.
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. The question of identity does ndticj;rup at all in traditional

Muslim societies, as it did nof in traditional Christian societies. Tn
a traditional Muslim societ}ﬁ, dividual’s identity is given by
that person’s parents and social r:m‘irm{ment; everything, from
one’s tribe and kin to the localiman to the political structure of the
state, anchors one’s identity in a particula branch of Islamic faith.
It 1s not a mauter of personal choice. Like Judaism, Islamis a
highly legalistic religion, meaning that religious belief consists of
conformity to a set of externally determined social rules.
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