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Three or four decades ago many historians would have denied the
possibility . on evidence grounds, of writing serious history about a number
of subjects which are now familiar ones: crime, popular culture, popular
religion, the peasant family. From medievalists trying to reconstruct the life
of peasant communities to oral historians recording and describing the life
of earlier generations in twentieth century, historians working from below
have shown how the imaginative use of source materials can illuminate
many areas of history that might otherwise have been thought of a doomed
to remain in darkness.
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