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The report pointed out in many sub-Saharan African countries, only one in five of the
poorest children reach the end of primary school having learnt the basics in reading and
mathematics. Poor quality education is leaving a legacy of illiteracy more widespread than
previously believed. Around 175 million young people in poor countries — equivalent to around
one quarter of the youth population — cannot read all or part of a sentence, affecting one third of
young women in South and West Asia. On current trends, the Report projects that it will take
until 2072 for all the poorest young women in developing countries to be literate; and possibly
until the next century for all girls from the poorest families in sub-Saharan Africa to finish lower
secondary school.

In a third of countries analysed by the Report, less than three-quarters of existing primary
school teachers are trained to national standards. In West Africa, Where.few children are learning
the basics, teachers on temporary contracts with low pay and little formal training make up more

than half of the teaching force.

“Teachers have the future of this generation in their hands,” said UNESCO
Director-General Irina Bokova. “We need 5.2 million teachers to be recruited by 2015,
and we need to work harder to support them in providing children with their right to a
universal, free and quality education. We must also make sure that there is an explicit
commitment to equity in new global education goals set after 2015, with indicators

tracking the progress of the marginalized so that no one is left behind.”
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The Report calculates that the cost of 250 million children around the world not learning the
basics translates into a loss of an estimated $129 billion. In total, 37 countries are losing at least
half the amount they spend on primary education because children are not learning. By contrast,
the Report shows that ensuring an equal, quality education for all can generate huge economic
rewards, increasing a country’s gross domestic product per capita by 23 per cent over 40 years.

Even in high-income countries, education systems are failing significant minorities. In New
Zealand, while almost all students from rich households achieved minimum standards in grades 4
and 8, only two-thirds of poor students did. Immigrants in rich countries are also left behind: in
France, for example, fewer than 60 per cent of immigrants have reached the minimum benchmark

in reading.

- RETEEXERENTEHFTHENEXE > UBF (10%) » iAo A6 X3
SRYEHFHE (15%) - (TRAIYXEE)

Secondary education is for students aged 12 and over. Since 1999/2000, secondary
education comprises: (i) four-year pre-vocational secondary education (VMBO), intended as a
foundation course as regards both the general and the pre-vocational component; (ii) five-year
senior general secondary education (HAVO), providing students with a basic general education
and preparing them for higher professional education; and (iii) six-year pre-university education
(VWO), preparing students for university. Students who have successfully completed the VMBO
theoretical program may transfer to the fourth year of HAVO and students who have successfully
completed HAVO may transfer to the fifth year of VWO. The three types of secondary education
begin with a period of ‘basic secondary education’ (common basis). This usually consists of a
broad core curriculum for all students. Although all the three types of secondary education
include this common basis, they differ widely from each other in other ways length of the
program and the level of the school-leaving examinations). Most secondary teaching takes place
in combined schools offering a number of different types of secondary education (VMBO,

HAVO and VWO).
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There are three types of VWO school, e.g. the atheneum, the gymnasium (where Greek and Latin
are compulsory) and the lyceum (a combination of atheneum and gymnasium). The upper years
of HAVO (years 4 and 5) and VWO (years 4 to 6) are also known as pre-higher education
(VHO). At the end of the third year of HAVO and VWO (and in some cases at the end of the
fourth year of VWO), students choose one of four subject combinations (culture and society;
economics and society; science and health; science and technology) and are regrouped
accordingly.

Preparatory vocational education (VMBO) is a new type of secondary education introduced
in 1999. It consists of ‘learning pathways’ (theoretical, combined, middle- management
vocational, and basic vocational program) which have replaced the traditional pre-vocational
education (VBO) and junior general secondary education (MAVO). At the end of the second
year at the earliest students opt for a particular sector and learning pathway. Each sector
(engineering and technology, care and welfare, business or agriculture) and each learning
pathway has its own curriculum. The main aim of the change was to provide a sounder basis for
the next stage of vocational training, i.e. senior secondary vocational education (MBO). The four
levels of MBO are: (i) assistant training, lasting six months to one year; (ii) basic vocational
training, two- to three-year programs; (iii) professional or middle-management training, two- to

four-year programs; and (iv) specialized training, lasting three to four years.
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A B C D
Comparative Education International  Development
studies abroad education education
] ' |
Al A2 C1 C2
Comparative Intra-educational International  Study of work
pedagogy & intra-cultural pedagogy of international
analysis : educational
institutions




