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[Part One- S

'The following essay was adapted from Thomas E. Payne’s Under standmg Enghsh Grammar: A
LGgmstzc Introduction. Read it careﬁJlly before you proceed to [P

—

- Both Complementatlon and Modtﬁcat:on gr:e.v ryrgengral syntactrc functions that may occur wrthm any
phrasal category. The essential difference between h_eS’“fu ctions is that Complements arc LICENSED by
their Heads, whereas Modifiers are not. The ndtion-e£li lm ing (sometimes called SANCTIONING or
GOVERNMENT) is extremely useful in undgrstandin anfl communicating important features of the
grammar of any language. The idea is that cert in phra tegories “need” something in addition to the
Head in order to express a completc meaning. The syntactic Head expresses the meaning meompletely in:
itself, and therefore requlres (i.e., licenses) another ¢lement to complete it. This is what Complements do -
they “complete” the meaning of a phrase. Modifiers, on the other hand, may add interesting and important
‘information, but are not licensed by their Heads, Rather, they simply enrich (i.e., fill in some details of) the
idea being expressed. Modifiers aren 't necessary for the expressron ofa complete idea. This coneeptual
dlstmctron is summanzed in the following stafe m

"« TFor meanmgs that llcense Complements,,;' E '
COMPLETE IDEA = HEAD + COI\/FtiJZM

J For meanmgs that do not license Complements
COMPLETE IDEA = HEAD ‘ »
ENRJCHED COMPLETE IDEA = HEAD+MODIFIER

For examp]e prepositions are very good examp]es of words that express partral 1deas and therefore need
Complements. Most prepositions express relational notrons A relation is not complete unless there are two
thmgs bemg related. Therefore a pr eposition cé‘"‘ o lt‘é er if there is nothing that 1t relates to:’

1) a. I depend on you ﬁtly to provrde for er.
' b. Readers of the novel may come o i ﬂ;‘—e.v;]eﬁijcqjlusmns

In example 1a, the prepositions on and for reIate the pronot]“rlxs you and her respectrvely to the rest of the
“clause. Even though the prepositions are the syntactic Heads of the pr epositional phrases, they need a noun
phrase (explrcrt]y mentioned or strongly implied) in order for the relational notions they express to be
complete. The protiouns you and her serve this “completing” function in this exampie, and are therefore the .
Complements of their prepositions. In example 1b, the détermined noun phrase (DP) 4 ifferent conclusions -
must appear with the preposition fo in order for the intended meaning to be expressed. Yes, the sentence is
grammatical without different conclusions, but the meaning of the predrcate is then quite drfferent
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@ Readers of the novel may come to (e.g., after having been rendered unconscious by severe
' boredom), R ‘

| Prepositions aré obvious examples of Heads of plirases that require Complements. Others include ‘
_ Inflectional elements in inflected verb phrase§ (exaﬂplqﬁ_‘ijﬁ), Determiners in determined noun phrases -
(examples in 4), and genitive case markers in é&iﬂe lghras s (example 5):
3 a. Today he phoned me just as [ was-gettingd into the bath.
: b. We were the young rebels. ' 7 “"’,éj
c. Marriage must be like that, - ' :
d. Théy nodded, smiled affably and walked past.

4) a. This collection of articles sketches the complexity of the subject.
. b. Alkalinity is not a measure of how alkaline a solution is.
~ ¢. So she took up their banner when she was Prime Minister.

(5) . Gretchen’s salad spinner is broken. \— '

teprmsinsin

The italicized portions of these sentences are léagjgmi lﬁl_c ntroversial examples of Complements. They are |
not the syntactic Heads of their phrasal categofies’ @5‘3‘5 wlied), but in cach case, the phrase would be
ungrammatical without them... - ‘ '

Verbs can have Co'mplgni.ehts or Modiﬁers,_ and for this reason it may sometimes be difficult to tell. for sure
whether a particular verb phrase constituent is one or the other. For example, consider the following: _

6 - a The cat crept under the bed. - _
b. The cat crept on her belly. . ] i

i . } . ) rmatrranad . " '
Whilé the italicized portions of these senteni?nas“ﬁé‘p‘in o fii] the same role in each case, there is evidence that .
under the bed is a Complement in 6a, and on _fver elly is & Modifier in 6b. Consider these “inversion” ‘

constructions; ‘ , —t S

| (D 8. Under the bed crept the cat.
0. 770n her belly crept the cat.

- Complements can participate in such constructions, while Modifiers less easily so. The réason for this seems
to be that Complements are more central to the idea being expressed than are Modifiers. In 6a, the main point
the speaker is making is that the cat ended up paddr-the bed, and “creeping” is just the way she got there. In
6b, on the-other hand, the main point seems to'be t]latlirnﬁfé cat was creeping, and on her belly Just describes
the scene in a little more detail. While one may quibbiewith these intuitive judgments, the inversion facts

* provide concrete evidence that these two claube qvﬁsMCnE have different syntactic functions.

st nan i) .
Part Two| . . ‘
.. Write, in English, a review of the essay. In the révie_\'y;‘ do the following;

(1) summarize the essay IN YOUR OWN WORDS (about 250); (50%)
© (2)state, in about 250 words, your opinions about the main ideas of the gssay. (50%)




