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tha Formosa — Beaunful Island. Thi grogp of Portuguese sailors, said to
have been the first Westerners to lay J:T;pj;m and, uttered upon seeing Taiwan
for the first time. We imagine they must have been pretly enamoured. While not
evéry Westerner has the same love-at-first-sight reaction to Taiwan, our Portuguese
seafaring friends were just the first of many. With the Jush mountains of Wulai,
pulsating cities like Taipei, the stunning basalt cliffs of Penghu , excellent hiking in
~ Taroko Gorge, not to mention some of the world’s best hot spnngs (we especially '
like the Taian Hot Springs), Taiwan G}llﬁ.ﬂ

ByLe.as one of the most diverse
destinations in Asia. [ '

Pt

think this is partialiy a result of people not-quit
But within the borders of this small;- \—P'V?ét-po toShaped island barely the size of
many American states lies a world of contrasts and a melange of cultural influences

you’re not likely to find anywhere else on the planet.

True, Taiwan hasn’t yet made it to fhe tep-of f}g body’s ‘to visit’ liét, but we
'wing what Taiwan has to offer.

In the first decade of the 215t century, Taiwan isincfeasingly drawing travellers
of all stripes: from spiritual seekers looking to éxperience the island’s religious
Heritagc to gourmands in search of the perfect nigh{-market- meal to computer
geeks scanning the horizon for the latest hitgtt adgets. Thiwan offers visitorsa’
hypermodem skin, an ancient Chinese SEIFIet n 1d an aboriginal soul.
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